


Oxygen
In baled silage making

Moving wrapped bales

If wrapping in the field, move bales from the field
as quickly as possible, ideally within 2 hours but
definitely within 12 hours. Moving bales after 12
hours significantly increases the risk of oxygen
penetrating the bale. Similarly, moving bales
once fermentation is underway risks damaging
the wrap and opening up the seals between
film layers thus introducing oxygen. Therefore, if
bales have not been moved within 12 hours leave
them in situ for two weeks. However even when
moving them after this period there is a significant
risk of introducing oxygen because the bale will
have been handled with a grab. Grabs squeeze a
bale to pick it up and in doing so often squeeze
the CO2 in the bale and so forces it out. Once the
bale is placed on the ground, the grab releases
the bale and thus causes a potential vacuum
which pulls air in from outside the bale.

At the stacking site

Bales should be stacked on a level surface free
from sharp objects, but preferably on a hard core
surface. When bales are stacked on pasture
there is a risk of burrowing invertebrates, such as
wireworms, puncturing bales. The surface must
be at least 10m away from any water courses. It is
important to protect the stack from rodents using
suitable bait.

The stack should also be netted to protect it from
bird and domestic pet damage.
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Please see our Disclaimer below:

We strive to ensure that the information, recommendations and guidance on the use of our products (“Product Guidance”) is correct and offers the best guidance which we, or
third party experts whom we have consulted, can provide to assist farmers and growers in deciding which products are suitable for your needs and getting the best results from our
products. However, Product Guidance is necessarily of a general nature and cannot be tailored for the specific conditions and requirements which each farmer or grower will have.
Bespoke advice on the suitability of our products and guidance on their use for your individual requirements should be obtained by contacting leominster@rpc-bpi.com.
Accordingly, we make no claims, warranties, representations or guarantees on the accuracy or completeness of the Product Guidance and we exclude any legal liability or responsibility
(to the maximum extent legally permissible) for the Product Guidance or for the consequences, direct or indirect, of any farmer, grower or other party following, or deciding not to
follow, the Product Guidance or any part of it. Our only liability is contractual liability to purchasers of products from us as set out in our Terms and Conditions of Sale, a copy of which
is available upon request from leominster@rpc-bpi.com. This disclaimer of liability applies to silotite.com, any other member of our group of companies, our officers, directors and
employees, and any third party expert or other person whose materials we have included in the Product Guidance.





