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Why 

To provide farmers with a sustainable solution to the 
environmentally responsible management of non-pac-
kaging agricultural plastics and to increase the quantity 
and quality of plastics collected.

It is estimated that only 30% of used non-packaging 
agricultural plastics are being collected in the UK, land-
fill or incineration remain the only other options for 
farmers. The objective of the scheme is to increase 
the quantity collected to over 70% within 5 years, as 
has been achieved in other countries where similar 
schemes operate, thereby reducing the amount going 
to landfill or being burned on farm.

This is a non-profit, industry led, collective initiative 
of all stakeholders designed to help farmers and at 
the lowest cost through the shared responsibility 
of producers, distributors and farmers. The scheme 
exempts agri-plastics of new Government taxes on 
plastic packaging introduced from April 2022.

When

Phase One:  
2019-2020: set-up and implementation.
Phase Two: 
2021- collection start via the scheme’s national 
network.
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Contact :
Carlo Banchero

UK Project Manager,

info@ape-uk.com

www.ape-uk.com
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What 

What plastics?
Non-packaging agricultural plastics: silage wrap, bale 
net, bale twine, silage sheets, greenhouse film, small 
tunnel film and mulch film. Other non-packaging 
plastics will be introduced in later years, such as: flexible 
irrigation pipes, anti-hail nets, silage protection sheets, 
crop fleece and other non-wovens.

What cost?
In 2020, the 2p/kg Environmental Protection 
Contribution (EPC) implemented for all product cate-
gories has allowed the scheme set-up for first collection 
operation in early 2021 Unchanged in 2021, the EPC will 
be subject to modification depending on the collection 
rate and resulting financial needs of the scheme.

What benefit?
Farmers will have universal access to the scheme 
throughout all regions of the UK : a cost-effective 
solution to the environmentally responsible end-of-
life management of their used plastics. Farmers will be 
provided with best practice guidance on how to sort, 
store and prepare their used plastics for collection, the-
reby increasing the technical and cost efficiency of the 
scheme. The success of the scheme will reduce the need 
for Government to introduce new legislation, red tape 
and unnecessary extra taxes.

Who

Who is responsible for the scheme?
Producers and distributors of agricultural plastics representing 
80% of the UK market have financed the launch of the scheme 
but unions, associations and cooperatives representing farmers 
are invited to be directly involved in the management of the 
scheme, which has been set up as a non-profit organisation.

Who are the collectors of the scheme?
All existing collectors are invited to join the scheme but are not 
obligated to do so.  Farmers can continue to use any collector 
they may already be working with. The scheme is not designed 
to interfere with the business of existing collectors but rather 
to support farmers and collectors of the scheme to increase 
the quantity of non-packaging plastics collected.

Where

Regional Collection Managers organise the collector network 
for APE UK.

Agri-Plastics Circular Economy

The plastic contribution for an interactive Ecological Agriculture and 
the Circular Economy in 9 steps.

SCOTLAND
> Agriservices
   Office Tel.: 01307 850371
   Web : farmwasterecycling.co.uk 

NORTHERN IRELAND
> Emerald Isle Recycle
  Office Tel.: 028 9447 3583
  Web : emeraldislerecycle.com

ENGLAND (NORTH & EAST)
> To be confirmed

WALES & BORDER COUNTIES
> Birch Farm Plastics
   Office Tel.: 01792 869776
   Web : birchfarmplastics.co.uk 

ENGLAND (SOUTH)
> Grassroots Recycling
   Office Tel.: 01985 217882 / 07577 229549
   Web : grassrootsrecyclingltd.co.uk  
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